Appl.No. 10/044.720 

Amdt. dated 12/02/2004 

Reply to the Office Action of 08/02/2004 

Amendmciits to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

^Mttog of Claims; 

Please amend Claims 1 and 26, as follows. 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a query; 

separating a plurality of information sources into individual elements of 
content (EOC); 

tagging each EOC with metadata; 
pattern matching each EOC; 

calculating the a distance function from every EOC to every other EOC; 

and 

providing the EOC to a set of virtual buffers, each EOC being provided to 
one of the set of virtual buffers that is pre-defined to contain EOC with less than a 
given distance value between each other. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the plurality of infomiation sources 
comprises a plurality of content channels. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the plurality of information sources 
comprises a plurality of related stories delivered on a single channel at different 
times. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the query is received via a user 
interface. 
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5. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the query Is received via an 
Internet browser. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the query is received via an agent 
for pushing relevant information to a user based on a user profile, 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the plurality of infomiation sources 
comprises at least one of: 

Internet-based, intra-net based, and other online forms of news and 
information resources; 
video broadcasts; 
radio broadcasts; 
press release forums; and 
financial forums. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the EOC comprise at least one of: 

text; 
video; 
audio; and 
digital media. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 1, furt:her comprising the step of creating 
virtual summary buffers. 

1 0. (Original) The method of claim 1 . further comprising the steps of: 

concatenating the EOC in each virtual buffer; 

applying a comparative analysis filter to remove redundant sub-elements; 

synthesizing summary digests by extracting context-preserving EOC, the 

EOC having a distance function value less than a predetermined value; and 

presenting the results as summary digests. 
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1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 10, wherein the summary digests 
comprises color-coded sub-elements of content based on the number of EOC 
containing that particular sub-element. 

12. (Original) A system comprising: 

a digest synthesizing application, wherein the digest synthesizing 
application, in response to receiving a query, separates a plurality of infomnation 
sources into individual elements of content (EOC), tags each EOC with 
metadata, pattern matches each EOC, and calculates the distance function from 
every EOC to every other EOC; 

a result set manager, communicatively coupled to the digest synthesizing 
application, for providing EOC to a result set; and 

a result set, communicatively coupled to the result set manager, 
comprising a set of virtual buffers, each EOC being provided to one of the set of 
virtual buffers that is pre-defined to contain EOC with less than a given distance 
value between each other. 

13. (Original) The system of claim 12, wherein the digest synthesizing 
application comprises: 

a query handler, for receiving a query ; 

an Input filter, communicatively coupled to the query handler, for 
separating a plurality of information sources into individual elements of content 
(EOC): 

a distance calculator, communicatively coupled to the input filter, for 
calculating the distance function from every EOC to every other EOC; and 

a pattern-matching filter, communicatively coupled to the distance 
calculator, for pattem matching each EOC. 
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14. (Original) The system of claim 13, wherein the digest synthesizing 
application further comprises: 

a comparative analysis filter, communicatively coupled to the pattern- 
matching filter, for removing redundant sub-elements. 

15. (Original) The system of claim 12, further comprising: 

a user Interface; and 

a user interface/event manager, communicatively coupled to the user 
interface and the digest synthesizing application, for receiving a user query from 
the user interface and presenting the result set to the user interfece. 

16. (Original) The system of claim 12, further comprising an application 
programming interface, communicatively coupled to the digest synthesizing 
application, for communicating with other applications. 

17. (Original) The system of claim 12. wherein the result set comprises: 

a set of tagged EOC; 

a set of virtual buffers, communicatively coupled to the set of tagged EOC; 

and 

a set of summary digests, communicatively coupled to the set of virtual 
buffers. 

1 8. (Original) The system of claim 1 7. wherein the result set further 
comprises a set of virtual summary buffers. 
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19. (Original) An apparatus comprising: 

a digest synthesizing application, wherein the digest synthesizing 
application, in response to receiving a query, separates a plurality of Information 
sources into individual elements of content (EOC), tags each EOC with 
metadata, pattern matches each EOC, and calculates the distance function from 
every EOC to every other EOC; 

a result set manager, communicatively coupled to the digest synthesizing 
application, for outputting EOC to a result set; and 

a result set, communicatively coupled to the result set manager, 
comprising a set of virtual buffers for storing EOC less than a given distance 
value. 

20. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 9, wherein the digest synthesizing 
application comprises: 

a query handler, for receiving a query ; 

an input filter, communicatively coupled to the query handler, for 
separating a plurality of information sources into individual elements of content 
(EOC); 

a distance calculator, communicatively coupled to the input filter, for 
calculating the distance function from every EOC to every other EOC; and 

a pattern-matching filter, communicatively coupled to the distance 
calculator, for pattern matching each EOC. 

21 . (Original) The apparatus of claim 20, wherein the digest synthesizing 
application further comprises: 

a comparative analysis filter, communicatively coupled to the pattern- 
matching filter, for removing redundant sub-elements. 
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22. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 9, further comprising: 

a user interface; and 

a user interface/event manager, communicatively coupled to the user 
inte r fa c e and the d i gest syn tlie s i z i n g appl i cation, for rece i v i ng a u s er query from 
the user interface and presenting the result set to the user interface. 

23. (Original) The apparatus of claim 19, further comprising an application 
programming interface, communicatively coupled to the digest synthesizing 
application, for communicating with other applications. 

24. (Original) The apparatus of claim 19, wherein the result set comprises: 

a set of tagged EOC; 

a set of virtual buffers, communicatively coupled to the set of tagged EOC; 

and 

a set of summary digests, communicatively coupled to the set of virtual 
buffers. 

25. (Original) The apparatus of claim 24. wherein the result set further 
comprises a set of virtual summary buffers. 
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26. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium including computer 
instructions for driving a digest synthesizing application, the computer 
instructions comprising Instructions for: 

receiving a query; 

separating a plurality of information sources into individual elements of 

content (EOC); 

tagging each EOC with metadata; 
pattern matching each EOC; 

calculating *e a distance function from every EOC to every other EOC; 

and 

providing EOC to a set of virtual buffers, each EOC being provided to one 
of the set of virtual buffers that is pre-defined to contain EOC with less than a 
given distance value between each other. 

27. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 26, wherein the 
plurality of information sources comprises a plurality of content channels. 

28. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 26. wherein the 
plurality of information sources comprises a plurality of related stories delivered 
on a single channel at different times. 

29. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 26, wherein the 
query is received via a user interface. 

30. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 26. wherein the 
query is received via an Internet browser. 

31 . (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 26, wherein the 
query is received via an agent for pushing relevant information to a user based 
on a user profile. 

Page 8 of 15 



PAGE 8/24 * RCVD AT 12/2/2004 10:38:07 PM [Pastern Standard Time] * 8VR:U8PTO-ePXRP-1/0 * DNI6:872d306 * C6ID: * DURATION (mm-ss):08-16 



AppLNo. 10/044,720 

Azndt. dated 12/02/2004 

Reply (0 the Offioe Action of 08/02/2004 



32. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 26, wherein the 
plurality of information sources comprises at least one of: 

Internet-based, intra-net based, and other online forms of news and 
information resources; 
video broadcasts; 
radio broadcasts; 
press release forums; and 
financial forums. 

33. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 26, wherein the 
EOC comprise at least one of: 

text; 
video; 
audio; and 
digital media. 

34. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 26, further 
comprising computer instructions for a step of creating virtual summary buffers. 

35. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 26, further 
comprising computer Instructions for the steps of: 

concatenating the EOC in each virtual buffer; 

applying a comparative analysis filter to remove redundant sub-elements; 
synthesizing summary digests by extracting context-preserving EOC, the 
EOC having a distance function value less than a predetermined value; and 
presenting the results as summary digests. 
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36. (Original) The computer readable medium of daim 35, wherein 
the summary digests comprises color-coded sub-elements of content based on 
the number of EOC containing that particular sub-element. 
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